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Our mission is to connect people and communities in Massachusetts to reliable sources of food 
while advocating for policies that make food more accessible—so that no one goes hungry. As 
such, Project Bread asked all candidates who were not unopposed incumbents to answer a few 

questions about their views on anti-hunger initiatives. 
 
Name: Joan Lovely  
Party: Democratic  
District: 2nd Essex  
Position Sought: State Senator  
Website: www.joanlovely.com   
  

What is your experience with the federal nutrition assistance programs such as 
the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP), school, summer, and 
after school, meals, or the Women, Infant, and Child (WIC) program?   
 
As the State Senator for the 2nd Essex since 2013, I have extensive experience 
supporting these critical programs and connecting my constituents to these vital 
resources. I am extremely grateful to Project Bread for their partnership to 
provide free nutritious food and improve the quality of life for all residents across 
Massachusetts.  
 
What are your plans for working in partnership with those with recent or current 
lived experience of food insecurity to inform and implement solutions?  
 
Unfortunately, food insecurity remains a significant problem across 
Massachusetts. I pledge to continue to support maximum funding to Project 
Bread to feed all who need assistance. It will be a top budget and policy priority 
for me in the State Senate.  
 
 



 

 

How would you further ensure that more eligible residents receive SNAP benefits 
both in district and across the Commonwealth?  
 
We are now experiencing the fallout of COVID. We are very thankful to the 
federal government to help bail out of the economic devastation of the 
pandemic. But too many families are left behind. And families of color are 
particularly impacted. SNAP benefits are crucial to our recovery and I pledge to 
continue my complete support for SNAP and other programs to assist families 
and individuals in need including our seniors and veterans and make all programs 
easy to access.  
 
Would you support using additional state resources to supplement SNAP to 
either expand eligibility, increase benefits amount, or both?  
 
Yes to all. With inflation upon us, increasing interest rates, and rising costs for 
food and housing, many will need assistance. Expanding eligibility and benefits 
amounts will be necessary and prudent.   
 
How would you help promote Summer Eats (the Summer Food Service Program) 
program in your district and across the state?  
 
I am particularly proud that Salem utilizes this terrific program. I have visited the 
Salem program and was heartened by the dedicated servers who fed nutritious 
delicious meals to grateful families right in their neighborhoods. I will support 
feeding all eligible children across the district and our Commonwealth.  
 
Would you commit to supporting state legislation that ensures free school meals 
for all students?  
 
Yes! All students should be eligible for free meals. I will support legislation to 
ensure free school meals for all students. Students cannot learn if they are 
hungry. And we must end breakfast and lunch shaming because of ability to pay. 
Let's feed every student so they have the tools to learn and thrive.  
 



 

 

What steps would you take in reducing stigma and increasing accessibility for 
households of all backgrounds in access federal nutrition programs and other 
food resources?  
 
To reduce stigma, we must equalize food accessibility for all children, regardless 
of socio economic background. Younger children typically don't harbor stigmas 
exhibited by older adolescents and adults. We must work at reducing and 
eliminating all stigmas and start with feeding all children and equalizing food 
accessibility for all.  
 
How do you plan to use your platform to dismantle systemic racism and 
xenophobia, particularly in ways that advance equity in accessing basic needs, 
employment opportunities, and increase generational wealth?  
 
By continuing to peel back layers of systemic racism at every forum, we can 
expose, educate and re-educate our residents to learn about and appreciate each 
other regardless of background. When we can appreciate each other, we can 
support each other and increase equal opportunity for generational wealth and 
wellness, especially for our BIPOC communities.  
 
Can you please share your plans to address other challenges food insecure 
household may be facing?  
 
Massachusetts continues to support our lower wage earners but the cost of 
housing alone puts many families behind. Childcare costs adds another 
significant burden to making ends meets. I support affordable housing options 
like accessary dwelling units and reduced real estate tax obligations (like we 
recently passed in Salem) to create more affordable housing units. Salem is also 
feeding families who avail themselves with fresh produce from Mack Park Farm 
for example, a portion of a public park repurposed to growing fresh produce. I 
additionally support increased childcare vouchers for more eligible families so 
parents can go back to work and earn a living wage.  
 
 



 

 

How would you ensure new economic opportunities or programs to help your 
constituents access basic needs, such as housing or food, are equitably delivered 
to those most in need?  
 
As mentioned in the previous question, with more creative housing options like 
ADU's, and increased fresh produce options from repurposed farming in public 
parks, we can support many more families. We are also working hard to bring Off 
Shore Wind green jobs and lower power costs to this region. Access to good 
paying jobs, affordable options for housing, and access to nutritious food will 
help pave the way towards wealth and independence.  
 
What else would you like to share about your plans to address food insecurity 
and its root causes?   
 
We still must work diligently and with purpose to reduce and eliminate stigma 
around food and housing insecurity. I do believe that the pandemic has brought 
out a lot of good in people and awareness of all who struggle to have even the 
basic necessities to live and to thrive. I plan and pledge to remain vigilant and 
support all programing to support all those in need and to lift all into self 
sufficiency, dignity and prosperity. 


